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A Statement By Holm 0. Bursum
To the People of New Mexico

s ¥ F - ; ‘ Siie e % - 7 .
| believg m the nght of newspapers to enticize the acts of public officials and to pass judgment based upon their
records =1

I believe it is right that newspapers should inquire into the fitness, the equipment and the character of men who
f

are candidates for public office. and that they should publish the fact.

of the mews-

I have been averse to teking any action which might seem to restrict in any way the fullest freedom
papers of New Mexico 1o examine into and criticize my own nﬁr al record and to pass upon my own fitness as a can-
didate. For this reason [ have maintained silence over a number of years during which viciously untruthful and ma-
liciously libelous attacks have been made upon me by newspapers nfluenced and controlled by my political enemies.

The Motning Journal of Albuquerque. owned by D. G. Grant, of Los Angeles, California, and managed by
D. A. Macpherson of Albuquergue, has been most active in this kind of assaull vpon me, both as regayds my pu‘iﬁ‘c
acts and as to my private business and personal affairs.  The Joumal's attacks began nearly ten years ago and have
been continued [rom time to tme ever since. | have never known and do not know now any reason lor the r-rcuha_r!_v
bitter and vicious hatred which these men appear 10 hold toward me. | have had neither personal nor busmess rela-

ed them. They bave asailed me relentlessly, without truth, without honesty,

nons with them and have never wron

without principle, without jushice. =
Originally the Moming Journal based its attacks upon me on charges brought aganfst me by political enemies

to the effect that | h:i made wrongful use of the funds of the Temtorial Penitentiary durmg my service as Warden

institution and that [ had destroved or caused to be destroyed certain of the records of that institution.

s newspaper which published thesr charges without substantia-

.\ sither the p:-lill al op ;:-n'te" x referred to nor tf
lion of Inquiny dared to bring their allegations into any compelent courl. When thess (m"g\:j were made put blic I took
the only course cpen 1o a citizen who has been wronged. [ sought tral in a cowrt of justice and was there cleared
ol every trace ol suspicion 9! wrongdoing and mv exoneration was wriiten into the court records of this state in a decree
which found that all records keptat the pententiary during my wardenship were in evidence and imtace,
decree gave me 2 judgment and an execution against the Temtory of New Mexico m the sum of $4.33
sum the court found lo be due me in my final settlement with the Temtory.

Five yvears ago | was nominated by the Republican party as its candidate for Govemor of New Mexico in the
first stale election. The Moming Journal revived its former libelous publications aganst me and re-publiched them con-
tinuously during that campaign with increased venom and added falsehoods. My friends besought me during that cam-
paign 1o bring the owners of the Journal to account by the only means open 1o a8 citizen 3o assailed—a proceseding m
the courts. [ refused to do this because | was averse to laking any step which would lay me open to the charge of
seeking to “muzzle” a newspaper, or of using the [ibel law of this slatz to mhmidale owners of newspapers nn{mwfi
to my election who might not be as substantially backed with money as is the management of the Journal. [ believed,
also, that the unreasonableness of these slanders, in view of the public court records in the matter, and the apparent
malice with which they were published would be clear to every unprejudiced citizen. | believed then and believe now
that the people of New Mexico did not believe me a thief and a destrover of public records. [ have had no reason to
change my opmon as 1o the general effect upon the public mind of the publication of these dander=. 1 know from |'|--
returns of 191 and from personal conversations which my friends have had with thousands of our citizens and whic
I bave had with hundreds of others of our people, that these charges were not beheved by the great mass of the
1‘«r|t|}r, ] know Lhat it was pol th 9\-: libels whieh krou;mi about my de eal in |f il |. but that it was du-r o a di\m.‘m
AMONE Rf,"u'!'h- in two normally qul\-fc an counties which gave a vole agains! me tt.fﬁ(:cm to drffﬂ! my r:ﬁhr_‘n.

I am convinced now that mv frends who urged me to act against this newspaper, during the campaign of 1911,
were nght and that I was wrong. | am agam the candidate of the Republican party for Governor of New Mexico
I know that mv car scy has the approval and cordial support of all Republicans, as well as the heartiest and most
actve backing of my prmcipal opponent for the nomination and of all his friends. [ am, therefore, the representative not
of my personal intevests and of a personal candidacy for office, but | am the Reprecentative of a great political party,
tl-n‘:}'u'-.j:w in its rnrfm'[v'r_-hj;-, as I Frlie\e, a majornty of t'.'ar [\coplr of our siate.

Moming Jouma! has cnce more renewed its [alse and libelous attacks upon me. It has again charged that
. that [ falsified the accounts of the Terntorial penitentiary and that | destroyed or caused 1o be
s of that mselitution,

] am a t_’v!\T'l]l’?}. r

| ) 1
geslroyed (ne recor

the managing ofhcer and the I'."[.".'\‘.".!lI:‘Ir editonal :mplm&f- of the \‘[cming erma?,- know, h:h‘\mf
The facts, sup-

['he owner,
all possibility of doubt, that their charges agamst me are false and without pretense of foundation.

T--“:!t’d by indrputable evident e, have been laid before them [here is ne chance of musmformation on their part and
there 15 no possible excuse upon any gromnd of ignorance. D. G. Grant. the owner of the Joumal, and D. A. Mac-

th

pherson. ils manager. and its responsible editorial employes know that the statements they have caused to be printed in

recent issues of the Joumnal, and directad agamst me, are les.

These men knew that not a cent of the prison funds during my wardenship remains unaccounted for in scrupu-
lous detail.

hese men know that not only was there no shortage or misaupplication of funds but that the Temitory. n a
used to be brought, was found 1o owe me 34,333.56, which sum was paid 1o me

nt @ven in open courl and after a full public hearmg.

st tor lmal accounting wh

under .an execution wsued with the ju

| hese men know that no records of the prson kept during my wardenship have eser been bumed or otherwise
y 1 3 = :
destroved, and that all such records were progiog ed in coun during the tnal of the case above referred to and that all

such records are now salely kept and .;lu'.]'f!!!.!(‘ tor reference

because T bave believed and now believe that
vou know the charges brought lse and made for political parposes, I make
statement 1o vou now ) due o the people before whom | stand 25 a candidate, 1o tell
w frankly and fully about my attitude now and i the p.af-' belore | '-r-“\'—fr{ to punish this new spaper for the wrong

I have not made this statement to the people of New Mexico
unst me by thes newqp.-lpfr to F-r

because T feel ot

1 1 ] 1 " s

| has so persstently soughi to do me I =hall now rake the only course open o a atzen who has been '-'\-i-"fl}"!“"] a
1 1 1 1 .

proceeding i & courl of st I'he recent re-printing by the Momimg Tha f.-' the malicous hes sbout me makes

it pecessary now thal | act in my own defente, m defense of the party whose standard bearer | am. and in delense of
the hooor and the peace of mind of those whose welfare 15 dearer to me than any '-!fhr OF ANy p(.ulul sl reward.

[ have placed the above facts before vou as cleardy and as fairly as [ am able to state the facts in this case. and
so tha! you will understand the reasons which L‘.'-.v caused me to mstroct my altornevs to file immediately a surt for
$30,000 agamst D, G. Grant, owner of the Jownal, D. A. M: acp herson, its manager, and the Joumnal Publishing Com-
pany, tadividually and as a corporation, for -:c;n?_ﬂ;?r and malicious i; that my further instroctiond are that thw

A :
sl be brought m the digna court at Albuguerque, the home of the I-:ur sal, and that it be pressed with all possible

speed
se<d H, 0. BURSUM

~anla I: \.I-‘u \11-'\.'."
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